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Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome to the 2018 Inaugural Sau-Wing and Jean L. 
Lam Award Concert.  It is my great honor to serve as the Vice-Chair of the Honorary Committee 
for tonight’s concert, alongside Committee Chair Maestro Cho-Liang Lin, and many of my long-
time friends who serve in the Honorary Committee. 

First of all, we are deeply saddened by the passing of Jean Lam in February of this year at the 
age of 92.  Jean and her husband Sau-Wing (or Wing in short) were two of the four original 
founders of Si-Yo Music Society Foundation.  Both of them were Honorary Chairpersons of the 
Foundation and were passionate champions of Si-Yo’s mission ‘to inspire a global community 
with classical music.’  They provided generous support for Si-Yo to pursue this mission and to 
other charities. 

After Wing’s passing 30 years ago, Jean and her family continued to provide generous support 
to Si-Yo and many young musicians.  She helped establish the Sau-Wing Lam Memorial Violin 
Scholarship Fund, supporting Si-Yo in acquiring performance-quality string instruments for use 
by deserving artists in the Americas, Europe and Asia. 

Personally, Wing’s family and my family have three generations of close friendship dating back 
to the 1930’s, starting with our fathers who were business partners in Shanghai.  At my father’s 
request, Wing joined the New York office of DCH in 1948 and became its President around 
1960.  When I joined the company in 1967, Wing took me under his wing and he was a 
wonderful mentor, very knowledgeable, patient and kind.   

You probably won’t believe this.  Our close relationship seemed to be pre-destined by fate.  
Besides having the same last name ‘Lam’ and the same initials ‘S.W.’, which caused some 
confusion when people called our office and asked for S.W. Lam, there were other 
extraordinary coincidences.  Wing and I were both the number 6 child in our respective 
families.  To our pleasant surprise, Wing and my wife Marie have the same birthday.  And still 
more pleasant surprise is that Jean and I also have the same birthday.  So it became a family 
ritual that every year, we celebrate our birthdays together.  Up till last year, Jean and I still 
celebrated our birthdays together.  Even though both of them have now left us, Marie and I will 
always have fond memories of the good times we had together, especially on our birthdays. 



In addition to being an outstanding businessman who laid the strong foundation for DCH to 
become one of the largest and highly respected auto dealer groups in the nation, Wing was a 
well accomplished amateur violinist and Jean was also a very good pianist.  Furthermore, Wing 
was an amazing connoisseur of classical violins, violas and cellos.  This enabled him to acquire 
one of the most important collections of such instruments ever assembled by a private 
individual.  Most of the instruments are recognized as the best in class.  They have been 
exhibited at the Metropolitan Museum and some are on loan to the prestigious Museum of 
Violins in Cremona, Italy.  Cremona is the small town made famous for being the birth place of 
Stradivari and Guarneri violins. 

Wing and Jean enjoyed hosting informal concerts at their home.  Players who joined them 
included the great Maestros Isaac Stern, Itzhak Pearlman, Cho-Liang Lin, Wang Jian and Si-Yo 
co-founders Ma Si-Hon and Tung Kwong-Kwong.  What brought those top artists to their home 
were three unmatched attractions.  Number one was their warm hospitality.  Number two was 
the opportunity of playing their precious musical instruments and listening to their beautiful 
sound, and finally, Jean’s wonderful cooking. 

At this time, I want to congratulate New Jersey City University’s Caroline L. Guarini Music, 
Dance and Theater Department in winning the 2018 Inaugural Sau-wing and Jean L. Lam Award. 
Let’s give them a big round of applause. 

I also want to congratulate Eva Lerner-Lam on her great leadership of Si-Yo Music Society which 
has been making impressive progress towards its mission.  It has been nurturing many 
promising young musicians and providing them with opportunities to perform in concerts in the 
U.S. and China.  Let’s give Eva and her associates at Si-Yo Music Society a big round of applause. 

Thank you and have a most enjoyable evening. 
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Thank you, Shau-Wai, and thank you for your strong leadership and service as Vice Chairman of 
the Honorary Committee for this evening’s events. 

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this very 
special evening at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall, honoring the New Jersey City University’s 
Caroline L. Guarini Department of Music, Dance and Theater under the direction of Dr. Min Kim. 

More than half a century ago, my parents, Sau-Wing and Jean L. Lam, founded the Si-Yo Music 
Society Foundation as a non-profit organization to support young musicians from China to 
learn, teach and perform Western classical music here in America.  Today, the Foundation’s 
trustees have broadened its mission one of “inspiring a global community with classical music.”  
I think this evening we will, indeed, be inspired. 

For tonight, we honor students from NJCU who have devoted their young lives to the hard work 
that it takes to realize their individual musical talent, master its intricacies, practice its 
performance, and then, most importantly, to share the magic of their music with others.   

The students who will be performing for us this evening have each had to overcome very 
difficult obstacles in life.  For them, studying music is not an entitlement, but rather a hard-
earned privilege.  For them, reaching this hallowed stage at Carnegie Hall took much more than 
just “practice.”  For them, their personal sacrifices—and those of their families—can only be 
redeemed by the way their music touches our souls. 

31 years ago, one of China’s best and brightest young and talented musicians, a cellist named 
Wang Jian performed his debut concert right here on this very stage.  Jian is unable to be with 
us this evening, but he sent us the following tribute, which is included on the bottom of page 22 
in your printed programs.  He wrote: 

“It doesn't happen to everyone, but for the lucky few, there are angels who come out of 
nowhere, offering their hands, taking you under their wings, and setting you upon a new 
world where dreams can come true. 



I was one of the lucky few, and Mr. and Mrs. Lam were my angels... Now they have both 
gone to a better place, it feels emptier here. 

No one lives forever, but there are those whose lives meant more than just their own. 
They live on within those who they had touched. Every time I walk on stage, every time I 
play on the Amati cello, I remember them. They gave me a chance to be a musician, 
they gave me a chance in life.  

I will always remember you, with all my heart.” 

Tonight, 31 years later, we have gathered here to experience the Carnegie Hall debut of some 
of the best and brightest, young and talented musicians in America.  They and their families 
come from all over the world.  We are now, truly “global.”   

I’d like to invite Dr. Min Kim, Chair of the Caroline L. Guarini Department of Music, Dance and 
Theater to join Shau-Wai and me on stage… 

Dr. Kim, on behalf of the Trustees of the Si-Yo Music Society Foundation, it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome you and your faculty and students to this historic stage at Carnegie Hall. 
You and your department have been the “angels” in the lives of your students, much as my 
parents were to the young cellist, Wang Jian.  You and your fellow faculty members have 
offered your hands, taken them under your wings and set them upon a new world where 
dreams can come true. 

I therefore now hereby present to you the inaugural Sau-Wing and Jean L. Lam Award for 
“Inspiring a Global Community with Classical Music.” 

Congratulations! 
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